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LETTER FROM CO-CEOS

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for gathering with us tonight. Our Power of Voice 
Benefit this year is like no other event in our history — this is the 
first time we are connecting in person after two years of virtual 
programs and events. We are so grateful to be with you in real life, 
and grateful that this gathering and celebration of voice, influence, 
and power can deepen our impact with girls, families, and schools. 

As you may know, two years into this pandemic, our teens are 
struggling with mental health challenges at unprecedented 
levels. While girls were diagnosed with depression and anxiety 
at two to three times the rate of boys before the pandemic, 
early statistics from the U.S. Surgeon General show that the 
disproportionate impact on our girls is increasing. 

Our wellness and relationships are at the foundation of our 
leadership and influence. To prepare our girls to lead across 
every sector, we must first begin by taking care of their well-
being. With your help, we are doing that in schools serving our 
hardest hit communities. We are showing up, every day, to build 
relationships with the girls, listen to them, and co-design the 
solutions that they deserve. We couldn’t do it without you. 

Thank you for partnering with us to raise up the voice of  
a generation. 

All our best,

Simone Marean + Takai Tyler  
Girls Leadership Co-CEOs
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EVENT PROGRAM

Performance by:  
Sacramento Taiko Dan

Welcome

Co-CEOs Address

Honoree: Aimee Allison

Video: Girl Voices

Honoree: Mala Batra

Honoree: Cristina Jones

Student Speaker: Alexandra 

Live Appeal

Closing

Our Mission
Girls Leadership teaches 
girls to exercise the power of 
their voice through programs 
grounded in social-emotional 
learning. We provide 
programs for girls, workshops 
for families, and professional 
development training for 
teachers, guidance counselors, 
and nonprofit staff.

Girls Leadership centers 
gender and racial equity in its 
work to address the internal 
and external barriers to 
leadership development.

There are 25 million K–12th 
grade girls in the U.S. If 
you combine the efforts 
of all national girl-serving 
organizations, they collectively 
are only reaching about three 
million, or about 12% of the 
country’s girls, leaving a 
staggering 22 million girls in 
the U.S. without support.  
Girls Leadership’s bold goal is 
to close that gap. Learn more 
at girlsleadership.org.

https://girlsleadership.org
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HONOREES

Aimee Allison is a writer, democratic innovator, and visionary champion of 
racial and gender justice. She is the Founder and President of She the People, the 
nation’s leading organization dedicated to an America redefined and inspired by 
women of color. Renowned for her national efforts to build inclusive, multiracial 
coalitions, Allison organized and moderated the nation’s first presidential forum 
for women of color, attended by presidential candidates and more than 1,000 
women from across the country, garnering major national press. 
At She the People, Allison leverages media, research, and analysis to show the power 
of the women of color electorate, increase voter engagement, and advocate for racial, 
economic, and gender justice. In her writings in The New York Times, Newsweek, 
The Washington Post, and Essence Magazine, Allison has made the definitive case 
that women of color are the saving graces of our American democracy. 

Her early experience growing up in a multiracial family and searching for belonging in mostly white 
communities honed her ability to build bridges with others often marginalized and dismissed. Her work 
is firmly grounded in finding shared history and a common vision to create new political and cultural 
pathways to change.
Allison holds a B.A. in History and M.A in Education from Stanford University. In the early 1990s, Allison 
earned a rare honorable discharge from the U.S. Army as a conscientious objector, launching 30 years of 
efforts to build communities and launch campaigns grounded in love, justice, and belonging. She is at 
work on several groundbreaking media projects highlighting the legacy and history-making impact of 
women of color as the vanguards for multiracial solidarity and democracy.

Cristina Jones is an intentional storyteller with a focus on action, impact, and 
culture. As Chief Engagement Officer for Salesforce.org, Cristina and her team use 
world-class storytelling to reach new audiences, spotlighting Salesforce.org as the 
technology platform built to power purpose.
Cristina believes that when people and communities thrive, business thrives. Her 
team integrates customer advocacy, media partnerships, and influencer strategies 
to build lasting relationships. She pushes past traditional marketing tactics to find 
new opportunities to engage the Salesforce.org community — through the voices of 
thousands of educators, philanthropists, community leaders, bridge-builders, and 
visionaries — in memorable, transparent, and relevant ways.

Cristina joined Salesforce in January 2018 from 20th Century Fox, where she helmed Fox’s Technology 
& Creative Strategy group, and held senior roles in the areas of marketing, technology, and franchise 
distribution. At Fox, she focused on user behavior research to explore how technology can be leveraged to 
build authentic relationships and deeper connections between audiences and storytellers. 
In 2020, Cristina was named to the Ebony Power 100, and she was featured in the World Woman 
Foundation’s #ShesMyHero campaign.

Mala Batra has served as CEO of Aspire Public Schools since 2019. Founded 
on a mission of “College for Certain” for all children, Aspire Public Schools 
aims to disrupt the historically oppressive education system. Aspire operates 36 
TK–12 public charter schools across the state of California, serving over 15,000 
scholars, 80% of whom qualify for free-and-reduced lunch, and 95% of whom are 
students of color.
Ms. Batra joined Aspire in 2011 and has managed various functions including 
strategy, growth, and operations — directly overseeing the launch of six new Aspire 
schools, designing the organization’s strategic planning process, leading Aspire’s 

expansion into Memphis, and supporting the spinoff of Schoolzilla to share Aspire’s data tools with the 
sector. Ms. Batra served as Aspire’s Chief of Staff for 3 years before transitioning to interim CEO in 2018.
Prior to joining Aspire, Ms. Batra worked for Levi Strauss & Co., Gap Inc., and Deloitte. Mala holds a B.S. 
from the University of California, Berkeley, and an M.B.A from Harvard Business School.
A Bay Area-native, Mala lives in San Francisco with her husband Sumit and two children, Zaiya (1st grade) 
and Kash (pre-school), and their dog Bru.

https://docs.microsoft.com/ko-kr/cpp/code-quality/understanding-sal
http://salesforce.org/
http://salesforce.org/
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SPEAKERS & PERFORMERS

Student Speaker: Alexandra is a member of the Girl Advisory Board, currently 
focusing on supporting the logistics team as they prepare for their first-ever conference. 
She has been a part of Girls Leadership programs for 10 years, starting with Girl and 
Grown-up workshops in elementary school before moving to sleepaway camp as a middle 
schooler, and then working as a Counselor-in-Training (CIT) in high school along with 
her work on the board. At school, she uses her GL skills as President of the Black Student 

Union, a member of activist working groups, an intern with the Learning Strategies Center, and designing 
for the drama department’s tech crew. She loves reading, running, and most of all, learning new things.

MC: Lyanne Melendez joined ABC7 in June 1994 as a general assignment 
reporter. Melendez brings years of experience to ABC7 along with numerous honors 
and awards which reflect her accomplished career.
In 1999, Melendez won an Emmy and RTNDA for “Nicholas’ Gift of Life,” the story of a 
Bay Area boy whose organs were donated to seven Italian recipients. She has received 
multiple awards, such as the Latina Media Person of the Year Award from New York 

University. Melendez previously worked at CNN-SPANISH in New York and television stations in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. She began her broadcasting career in 1984 as a production specialist at WTMJ in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Melendez received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Journalism from the University of Alabama and 
a master’s degree in Mass Communications from the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee. Melendez has 
traveled to Somalia, Iraq, Central and South America, Saudi Arabia, and Kuwait on special assignments.

Auctioneer: Ron Tyler is a Professor of Law and Director of the Criminal Defense 
Clinic at Stanford Law School. Professor Tyler’s scholarly agenda focuses on self-care 
skills for lawyers and criminal practice and procedure. In 2020, his blog post for the 
SLS Legal Aggregate, “Police Use of Force, Training, and a Way Forward After the 
Death of George Floyd” (co-authored with Criminal Defense Clinic Associate Director 
Suzanne Luban) yielded national and international media exposure. 

Before joining the Stanford Law School faculty, Professor Tyler was an Assistant Federal Public Defender 
for 22 years in the Northern District of California. He is active in several nonprofits, including the American 
Civil Liberties Union and the GRIP Training Institute, a California nonprofit dedicated to personal and 
systemic change for incarcerated persons. Professor Tyler received his B.S. in Computer Science and 
Engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1981 and had a brief career in high tech 
before changing his focus to law and public interest advocacy. He began law school as a Tony Patiño 
Fellow at Hastings College of the Law and earned his JD from UC Berkeley School of Law in 1989, where he 
served as Notes and Comments Editor on the Ecology Law Quarterly. After law school, he clerked for U.S. 
District Court Judge Marilyn Hall Patel.

DJ Christie: Radio personality and event host Christie James has been rocking a 
radio mic since 2004. She caught the radio bug while serving in the U.S. Navy working 
for the American Forces Network in Sardinia, Italy. Christie, a military and radio vet, 
can be heard daily as the host of one of the country’s only all-female morning shows 
“Morning Drive With ChristieLive” on 80s+ @ 103.7 FM in San Francisco. You can also 
hear Christie playing dance anthems on PRIDE Radio nightly on the iHeart Radio 
app. If you’re in the mood for Hip-Hop and Throwbacks, check her out on V101.1 in 

Sacramento and JAMN 107.5 in Portland. Christie’s versatile communication style, positive vibe, and love 
for ALL music have allowed her to stay consistent and relevant across various formats.
Christie is also a standout community member, donating time to support causes that are near and dear to 
her heart. As a member of the LGBTQ community, Christie produced the women’s stage for San Francisco 
Pride for seven years, Oakland Pride for five years, and is currently on the board of Oakland PrideFest. She 
is ingrained in her community and has worked with several charity organizations including the Chron’s & 
Colitis Foundation and the Queer Cultural Center. On her off-time, she can be found DJing aboard Olivia 
cruise lines, and at weddings and community events.

Performers:  Sacramento Taiko Dan is the premiere Japanese drumming 
ensemble in the greater Sacramento region. Founded in 1989 by taiko master 
Tiffany Tamaribuchi, the group promotes traditional and contemporary styles of 
taiko drumming. This Japanese style of percussion combines music and movement, 
creating a dynamic and visually exciting art form. A 501(c)(3) nonprofit arts 
organization, Sacramento Taiko Dan is funded by state and local grants, personal 
donations, classes, and performances.
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SPONSORS

PRESENTING

CHAMPION

BENEFACTOR 

SILVER

GOLD 

Kerri Murphy 
Hogan

Pratima Sethi Sameen Shahid Victoria Fan 
Azalde

Pat Gillette Lynn Chiu-Collins, 
M.D. 

Resa Caivano, 
M.D.
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Girls Leadership teaches girls to exercise the power of their 
voice through programs grounded in social-emotional learning. 
We provide programs for girls, workshops for families, and 
professional development training for teachers, guidance 
counselors, and nonprofit staff. We work with districts, public 
schools, charters, independent schools, and community-based 
organizations across the country and internationally.

Educator Professional 
Development
We provide educators from across 
the country a restorative professional 
development experience that centers 
wellness and radical-self-care. They 
leave with concrete tools, including 
a robust curriculum, to teach social-
emotional learning that centers racial 
and gender equity.

Family-Based Programs
Our family-based programs are for girls 
in grades K–12. They bring together 
social-emotional skills and our signature 
games, creating a brave space to nurture 
and practice their new skills using 
everyday experiences.

Girls Programs
Girls get to meet other girls, have 
fun, get creative, and learn social-
emotional tools in programs like our 
LeadHERship Club. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Benefit Committee
Devon McAllister Rothwell, chair
Maria Kiskis
Regina Manzana-Sawhney
Victoria Fan Azalde

Special Thanks 
Carbonadi Vodka
Chloe Jackman, photographer
Clif Family Winery
Danielle Horowitz, event coordinator
Laughing Glass Cocktails
Martin Ray Vineyards and Winery
Michelle Luo, photographer
Planet X
The Red Door, caterer
Revive Drinks
Roseade
Sean Ryan, video editor 
U&I Event Design, florist

Board of Directors
Aditi Goel
Amie Thuener, co-chair
Coni Frezzo, co-chair
Darolyn Davis
Emily Pillars
Julie Keshmiry, California chair
Karina Cabrera
Maria Kiskis
Pat Gillette
Regina Manzana-Sawhney
Renae Griffin
Resa Caivano
Wendi Williams

California Regional Board
Ana Paula Garay
Devon McAllister Rothwell
Jamellah Terrell-Irenonse
Julie Keshmiry, chair
Leanne Spagnola
Pratima Sethi
Sameen Shahid
Shawntee Reed
Victoria Fan Azalde

Girls Leadership Executive Team
Dr. Kendra Carr, Chief Program Officer
Simone Marean, Co-founder &  
Co-Chief Executive Officer
Takai Tyler, Co-Chief Executive Officer

Girls Leadership Staff
Alie Jones, California Program Manager
Amal Aziz, California Regional Director
Audrey Maine, Operations &  
Salesforce Director
Cassandra Brown, New York  
Program Manager
Catherine Del Castillo, New York 
Program Manager
Catherine Stahl, Senior Development 
Director
Dillan Arrick, New York Regional Director
Dorothy Ponton, Digital Marketing 
Manager & Tech Producer
Hénia Belalia, National Program Director
Jamie McKenna, Engagement Coordinator
Janene Goodman, Controller
Jazmine White, Administrative & 
Development Manager 
Monica Cortez, California  
Program Manager
Sunny McKay, Director of Marketing  
& Engagement

girlsleadership.org

IG: @girlsleadership  
FB: @GirlsLeadershipInstitute

https://girlsleadership.org
https://www.instagram.com/girlsleadership/
https://www.facebook.com/GirlsLeadershipInstitute

